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business will probably have to consider only one Continental
system of law instead of a score or more.1 Mention may also
be made of the Berne Convention of 1886, since amended
several times,2 by which an international union for the protec-
tion of the rights of authors over their literary and artistic works
was formed.3 The Council of the League of Nations entrusted
to the Institute for the Unification of Private Law, established
by the Italian Government in Rome, the task of indicating the
lines along which ultimate unity might be attained, and a pro-
posal for the unification of the law of sale and of certain related
topics is already in course of active preparation.4 This Rome
Institute is now closely linked with the United Nations and
the Council of Europe. On a smaller scale, the four Scandina-
vian countries, Finland, Denmark, Norway and Sweden, have
signed conventions unifying in those countries the law relating
to bankruptcy, to res judicata and to the mutual recognition of
judgments.
Unification/1    The sgcond method by which the inconvenience that results
'of private/from conflicting national rules may be diminished is to unify
internal   i	i	/•       »	•	•         i 1	i
aW the rules of private international law, so as to ensure that a case
' containing a foreign element shall result in the same decision
irrespectively of the country of its trial. So desirable is it to have
a code of private international law common to the civilized
world that several attempts have been made in the Hague Con-
ferences on Private International Law to reduce the number of
topics upon which the rules for the choice of law obtaining in
different countries are in conflict. Prior to the seventh session in
1951 the conferences were confined to the Continental states
of Europe, for, owing to the fundamental differences between
the common law upon which the Anglo-Saxon systems are
founded and the civil law which forms the basis of the Euro-
pean systems, there seemed little prospect of agreement being
1	12 B.T.BJ.L. 18-19. The conventions have been ratified by eleven Conti-
nental countries.
2	See the Berlin Convention, 1908; followed by a protocol on March 20,
1914; and the Rome Convention, 1928.
3	See S.R.and O. 1933;No. 253.
4	See'an article by Dr. H. C. Gutteridge, K.C., in 14 B.T3J.L. (193 3), 75
et seq. For later developments, see 32 Tulane Law Review, pp. 541 et seqq.
(B. A. Wortley), The proposal was considered by a Diplomatic Conference at
The Hague in 195.1. A further conference will probably be convened before long.
The Italian Government, however, may itself convene a diplomatic commission
to consider certain of the draft commercial laws prepared by the Rome Institute.
Por an account of the activities of the Rome Institute see 17 B.T.BJ.L. (1936),
190-3.

